
Dear Catawba Valley Baptist Associational Churches, 
 
As the year winds down and the air turns crisp, a sense of anticipation fills 
my heart. I love everything about this season and of course the expectation 
of CHRISTmas: the lights, the smells of pumpkin pie (my favorite) and get-
ting together with family and friends. For many, this time of year evokes 
warm memories and cherished traditions. It's a season that brings people 
together, offering a chance for reflection, celebration, and joy. But for oth-
ers, this season brings great sorrow, stress, and loneliness.  Perhaps loved 
ones have passed, finances aren’t adequate to celebrate the way we want to, or our 
thoughts are filled with painful memories or regret.  Whether excited or overwhelmed, my 
prayer is that we take time to focus on Who Christmas is all about.     

  
As a youngster, my favorite Christmas activity was the candlelight service.  This 
was the only time I was allowed to light and hold a candle.  You can imagine with 
three brothers, my parents didn’t normally let us get near a flame much less have 
the chance to see what it could do to a pew or each other. But then into my pre-
teen years, I came to understand the true meaning of this tradition.  This light  
actually represented the Light of Christ.  And as a born-again follower of Jesus, I 
possessed His light.  Then as I passed my candle’s light to my brothers sitting in 
the pew next to me, I realized it was my responsibility to share Jesus’ light to 
everyone that God put in my path.  What a revelation.  What a responsibility.  
What an  honor.  These  experiences have a way of touching our hearts and lives 
which cause a lifetime of impact.  Even now the Lord reminds me not to get con-
sumed with thoughts of the past or preparations for the future, but to share the 
light of Jesus in every opportunity. Isn’t this what Christmas is all about?     
  

It is my hope that God blesses you and your family during this Christmas season as you 
share His love, joy and peace. And as 2025 comes to a close, I also want to thank you for 
your continued support and prayers as we join together to reach up, reach in, and reach 
out, all for the advancement of His Kingdom and for His glory. 
  
 

 “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of 
the world; the one who follows Me will not walk 
 in the darkness, but will have the Light of  life.”   

                                                                   John8:12 NASB 
 

Together in Christ, 
Chuck 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS  

 
 

Our Leadership Team 
 

EXITING LEADERSHIP TEAM MEMBERS 
 Gary Murry-Warlicks, Jeff Myers-Highland, Nathan Riley-Mountain View 

 

We thank the Lord for Gary, Jeff and Nathan and are thankful for their dedicated  
service on our Leadership Team. Their Christ-like guidance has been a genuine  

blessing, and we are grateful for all they have invested in our association.  
 

NEW LEADERSHIP TEAM MEMBERS 2026-2028 
Charles Beaucond-First Baptist Claremont 

Doug Nab-Catawba Valley Baptist 
Cory Smith-First Baptist Hildebran 

 

We welcome Charles, Doug and Cory to the Leadership Team and are thankful for  
their hearts to serve.  We are excited for how God will use their discernment and  

wisdom to lead our association in the years ahead.  

VISIT LINK BELOW TO REGISTER 
HTTPS://CVBANC.COM/EVENTS/PASTORS-WIVES-NEW-YEAR-DINNER/ 

 

The Catawba Valley Baptist Foundation was started in 1971 to provide financial assistance 
 for the education of qualified students entering full-time Christian service.  If you are a  

              member of a CVBA Church and would like to apply for a scholarship or renew  
      for another semester or learn about the requirements of the scholarships,  

visit our website at 

                                        https://cvbanc.com/scholarship/.   
 

     December 15 is the deadline for this upcoming semester!   
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ASSOCIATION NEWS  

Annual Church Profiles 
DUE JANUARY 31 BUT CAN BE UPDATED  

ANYTIME ON YOUR SBC WORKSPACE 
It’s ALSO not too late to turn on your info for 2024 

https://ncbaptist.org/ministries/information 
technology-services/annual-church-profile/ 
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               WMU/WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
RED BOX PRISON MINISTRY 
Thank you to all the churches that collected 

Jolly Rancher candy for the incarcerated 
women of North Carolina.  Because of your 

generosity, we exceeded our goal and  
collected 530 bags. 

 

 

ASSOCIATION NEWS  

CVBA NEWSLETTER 

THEOLOGICAL 

email john@ctkhky.org  

CHURCH NEWS 

PAST AND CURRENT  
NEWSLETTERS CAN BE VIEWED 

ONLINE AND PRINTED AT 
https://cvbanc.com/newsletter/ 

 
 

 

Christmas 
 Eve 

Candlelight 
Service 

Dec 24 
7pm 

3580 Springs Road NE 
Hickory 

ARE WE MISSING YOUR EVENT? 

CALL, EMAIL OR 

LET US KNOW AT 
HTTPS://CVBANC.COM/CONTACT-US/ 
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NORTH CAROLINA BAPTIST 
 AGING MINISTRY 
STATEWIDE AGING 
WELL CONFERENCE  
 

MARCH 5 2026  
 

Woodlawn Baptist Church,  
Conover 

 

 

CLICK THE LOGO OR SCAN THE QR ABOVE FOR INFORMATION ABOUT EACH MINISTRY. 

PARTNERING AND LOCAL MINISTRY NEWS              

 

STRONG LIFE 
MINISTRIES 

 

Compassion.  Transformat ion.  Restorat ion.  
 

It is the mission, duty, and purpose of 
Strong Life Ministries to educate,  

coordinate resources, provide aid and 
relief, and foster transformation in the 
lives of individuals who are in poverty  

or homelessness.  
 

As winter approaches and the days  
become colder, the needs become 

more dire.   
 

To support, donate or volunteer visit:   

TO PRAY 
https://www.imb.org/lmco-resources/week-of-prayer

-for-international-missions/ 

TO GIVE 
https://www.imb.org/generosity/lottie-moon-

christmas-offering 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE 

https://www.provision.org/scholarships 

Help ease the cost of your education by applying for  
scholarships offered by Provision Financial Resources.  

Learn more about the requirements of these five 
opportunities which open January 1, 2026. 

https://www.stronglifenc.org/ 
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